
From Your Town Clerk 

Town of Somerset 

Dear Residents, 
The Summer months are upon us and tons of activities 

around to enjoy.  Whether your children are involved in the Summer Recreation program at 
school, the soccer teams of the Optimist Club or the traveling ball leagues, the 2 months of 
summer go extremely fast.     Back by popular demand is the Town– wide yard sale that 
always brings many people to our lovely community.  Recently I had to opportunity to meet 
with the Dale Association.  They offer a plethora of services to our community for all ages 
including: Senior Services, In­Home Care, Outreach Services, Caregiver Support, 
Transportation, Mental Health Services, Memory Minders, Vision & Hearing Impairment, 
just to name a few.  If you are interested in any of these services or want to know more 
about the Dale Association, contact them at 433­4440.  Take time to enjoy your families and 
the sounds and sights of our wonderful area during this wonderful time of the year. 

As always, if you have any questions regarding town matters or have ideas to offer, 
feel free to contact me at 795­3575 or beckyconnolly@roadrunner.com. 

Becky Connolly, Town Clerk/Editor 
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TOWN WIDE YARD SALE 

The town’s annual yard sale will be held on Saturday, August 7th.  The 
Town Clerk’s office is preparing a map so call the Town Hall (795-3575) 
no later than August 2nd to be placed on the map.  You can pick up a 
map at the Town Hall, Barker Free Library, the Village office, HSBC 
Bank, Thee Barker Store and K&K.  The day of the sale you can attract 
buyers to your sale by placing balloons on your mailbox.  If you would 
like a  table at Faith United Methodist Church for $5.00, please call 
795-9945 from 9AM to Noon.  There is ample parking and restrooms 
available there.  Refreshments will also be available throughout the day at 
the church.



It’s Time to Produce Our Own Power 
With the disarray in the State of New York and the unstable cost of power in our region, the Town Board and I have 
decided it is time to gain a little security in this uncertain world.  One of the steps we have chosen to take is to put up 
two, possibly more, wind turbines at our Waste Water Treatment Facility. 

Through the U. S. Department of Energy and the New York State Energy Research and Development Authority 
(NYSERDA), we have obtained a grant for $150,000 to put up two small wind turbines at the Lower Lake Road site. 
The windmills will be Bergey Excel 10kW models and sit atop two 120­foot towers on the plant property.  If any of you 
have driven by the Dalrymple Farm in Appleton, you would have seen a Bergey Excel on a 100­foot tower behind the 
home.  The two turbines will be upgraded versions of that turbine. 

This is the first step in gaining independence for our taxpayers from a fluctuating energy market.  It is imperative that 
we look ahead and secure the necessary financial soundness in a State that is quickly spiraling out of control.  The 
future may hold  additional turbines that may feed a wider area, but for now we are taking this one small step for the 
residents of our town. 

Market and Movies 
The Barker Business Association is sponsoring Family Movie Nights in the Village Park following the weekly Farmer’s 
Market.  The movies will begin at dusk.  Popcorn, candy, hot dogs, pizza and more will be available for purchase from 
Pizza Wings & Things and The Goodie Barn.  Grab your family and head on over to the market and movies for a 
night of fun and entertainment.  Look on the Barker Business Association website www.barkerbiz.com for each 
week’s movie listings. 
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A Word From Your Supervisor 
By:  Richard Meyers  795­3575 

Do you have electronics you need to get rid of?  Visit the Niagara County Residential Recycling Center.  It’s FREE 
to all Niagara County residents.  They accept the following E­Waste: 
COMPUTERS  FAX MACHINES/PHOTOCOPIERS  WIRELESS DEVICES 
MONITORS: CRT & LCD  AUDIO/VIDEO EQUIPMENT  POWER SUPPLY UNITS 
LAPTOPS  ALL ELECTRICAL WIRE  COMPUTER CHIPS, 
PRINTERS  TELEPHONES (CELL OR WIRED)  CASES, HARD DRIVES 
VCR/DVD PLAYERS  KEYBOARDS, MICE, SPEAKERS  STEREOS 

Note: Computers and TVs contain toxic amounts of lead and should never be thrown out! 

The Landfill and Recycling Center is located on the Route 93 By­Pass between Hinman Road and Route 31 in 
Lockport.  Summer hours (April 15th—November 15th) Mon—Fri 7AM—5PM;  Saturday 8AM—Noon 
Phone 716­434­6568     Visit their website:  www.niagaracounty.com/landfill 

DROP OFF YOUR USED American Flags, cell phones, eyeglasses and hearing aids at the 
Town Hall.  Your flag will be disposed of properly by the American Legion.  Your cell 
phones will be sent to soldiers for their calls to home.  The Lions Club collects the glasses 
and hearing aids.



Greetings to all Somerset folks and special congratulations to the 2010 Barker graduates! As a 
community, we are extremely proud of all your accomplishments and we are excited about 
your bright futures! 

Well, summer has arrived and we all look forward to the warmer weather, the gentle evening 
breezes and the time spent with family and friends that this season brings. Please take the 
time to go for a bicycle ride or take a walk through the town this summer and say hello to your 
neighbors. Support our local businesses as well as our roadside vegetable and campfire wood 
vendors. The farmer's market held each Thursday evening in the village is truly a gem and 
everyone involved works extremely hard to provide the finest wares and freshest produce 
and baked goods for the community to purchase. 

YOUR Somerset Town Board has been steadily working this year to update, and in some cases 
implement, sound policy and procedures to provide even more accountability and instill 
safeguards to protect YOUR Town's business interests in areas of travel expenses and credit 
card purchases. We are reviewing all existing policies and adopting changes where neces­ 
sary to promote more transparency and accountability with and for YOUR town assets. We are 
also negotiating a collective bargaining agreement with YOUR highway and waste­water em­ 
ployees and hope to have this completed soon. We are also anticipating signing on with 
Public Service Energy Cooperative in the July enrollment period and thus reducing YOUR 
town's   energy costs significantly moving forward. As I discussed with you in the previous 
newsletter, PSEC was formed to bring schools, municipalities and government entities 
together and  purchase energy commodities (electricity, natural gas, and fuels) as a 
cooperative. 

You will notice a new building on the grounds of Somerset Town Park, and we were pleased to 
join the Somerset Youth Baseball Organization in opening new batting cages for the baseball 
and softball players of our community. It’s a wonderful facility and will be used and enjoyed 
by generations of Somerset youth ball players! On another note, I want to personally and on 
behalf of the Town especially express gratitude and appreciation for the SYBO Board 
consisting of Bill Moeller, Brian Carmer, Ann Hinton and Chris Mason who are all stepping 
down after many years of league leadership! They will be missed and their legacy has paved 
the way for long term success. Thank you for all you’ve done for the youth in Somerset! We 
look forward to new volunteers stepping up to try to fill their shoes! 

Finally, you will note that throughout my message to you, I highlighted YOUR town because 
that's exactly what it is. I and your other elected officials serve YOU by representing you and 
the interests of all of us who live in this wonderful town. If you ever have a concern or an idea 
or a question, please don't hesitate to call, email or stop by the house and I will be happy to do 
everything I can to assist you. Enjoy YOUR summer! 
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Deputy Supervisor’s Corner 
By:  Daniel Engert



Hello to the wonderful folks in Somerset! Currently, much of 
my focus is on next year's County budget and I do so with 
continued conservative restraint. I visited some of you recently 
and as I drove through the town, I am so impressed with the 
Somerset Town Park and the beautiful ball diamonds. I was 
also excited to see the JT Precisions project underway and 
construction has begun! It was encouraging in light of what 
our economy has been through lately! 

I would like to remind homeowners and construction businesses 
in our community that in 2006 Niagara County passed a local 
law establishing a real property tax exemption on your County 
Taxes for home improvements. Some of the qualifying 
requirements include: 1) the value of the reconstruction, 
alteration or improvement exceeds $3000; 2) the greater 
portion, as so determined by square footage, of the building 
reconstructed, altered or improved is at least five years old; 
3) such reconstruction,   alteration or improvement requires 
the issuance of a building permit and is completed as may be 
evidenced by a certificate  of occupancy or other appropriate 
documentation provided by the owner. 4) An application must 
be completed as prescribed by the New York State Board of 

Real Property Services with the original of which shall be filed 
with the appropriate town/city assessor. This application shall 
be filed on or before the status date applicable to the town 
and/or city and within one year from the date of completion of 
such reconstruction, alteration or improvement. The tax 
exemption is a graduated percentage exemption of 100% in 
year one, to a 12% exemption in year 8. In year 9, you pay 
the full assessed value. For a complete copy of the law, feel 
free to call the county legislative office 439-7001 and ask for 
a copy of IL-021-06. If you would prefer, please call me @ 
778-5064. 

May God continue to bless our community and our 
country. Have a safe and enjoyable summer, John 
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A Word From Your County Legislator 

By:  John Syracuse   778-5064 

Are you interested in staying at the Thirty Mile Point Lighthouse Cottage? 

It’s located at Golden Hill State Park, 9691 Lower Lake Road, Barker, NY 

14012. 

During peak season, the rates are:  $200 per night, or $1,250 per week.  There is a one week minimum stay 
requirement during peak season. 

Non­peak season (Friday after Labor Day through the third Friday in June) rates are:  $200 per night or $800 
per week.  Two night minimum stay required during non­peak season. 

Bring your own linens (sheets and towels).  All other needs are provided. 

For reservations, call 1­800­456­2267 

General information 716­795­3885 

Access the Town’s Website www.somersetny.org for the latest up to date information and 
calendar of events.



Assessor’s Office 
By:  Bob Glidden—Assessor  795­3243 

Carol Maines—Clerk  somersetassessor@roadrunner.com 

As mentioned  in  the  spring  newsletter, we will  be  sending  out  data mailers  to all property 
owners starting in July.  These forms contain all the information we have on your respective 
property.    Please  take  the  time  and  look  them  over  and  make  the  necessary  changes  as 
needed.  This survey will insure that everyone is assessed for only what is on your property. 
Please make the necessary corrections,  then sign and return all  forms to our office as soon 
as  possible.    If  you  have  any  questions,  please  call  during  normal  business  hours 
(Mondays 9am­4:30pm, Tuesdays and Thursdays from 12:30­4:30pm). 
Please note our new e­mail address is: somersetassessor@roadrunner.com 
If you need any information about assessments, exemptions or forms, you can either contact 
our  office  or  log  on  to  the  New  York  State  Office  of  Real  Property  Services  website 
at: www.orps.state.ny.us.   This  is  a  great  source  for  understanding  the  assessment  process 
and how it affects us all. 
The Assessor’s job is to make sure every property owner is assessed at a Fair and Equitable 
Market Value. 
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NEWS FROM THE HIGHWAY DEPT. 
By: Ken Bigelow, Highway Superintendent 

795­3866 

This is the latest information on the bridge replacement project for the Lower Lake Rd. Bridge over Fish 
Creek.  Wendel Duchscherer has finished final design work for the bridge and we have received the neces­ 
sary permits from the NYS DEC and the Army Corp. of Engineers. Right of Way Professionals have ac­ 
quired the additional Right of Way and easements needed for the new structure. We are now waiting on 
New York State to obligate the funds necessary to move into the construction phase. I’m trying to be opti­ 
mistic going forward so I’m still hopeful that we will be able to go to bid late this summer and begin con­ 
struction this fall. 
Coleman Road and Johnson Creek Road along with Lower Lake Road west of Quaker Road have been 
Micro Paved so far this year. Suit­Kote Corp. also completed warranty work on Haight Road, which I was 
dissatisfied with the job they did last year. Other projects are in the planning stages at this time. As always, 
your patience and cooperation during the construction season is greatly appreciated. 
Have a safe summer. 

FIND LOST MONEY– There are several Somerset residents or former residents listed on the State 
Comptroller’s website that have money in an account waiting to be claimed.  Visit http://www.osc.state.ny.us/ Go to 
quick links “Search for lost money” ­ type in the name and see what happens.  If you do not have access to a computer 
and you need help, call the Town Clerk’s office and we will assist you with the search.



Water/Sewer Depar tment News 
By: Melvin Denny, Water/Sewer/Grounds Superintendent 
795­9919 

NEW SEWER VENT REPAIR POLICY  ­  In order to keep costs down for all taxpayers, the town has 
adopted a local law pertaining to sewer vent repairs.  Effective 5/11/2010, the first sewer vent that is 
repaired for a resident will be repaired by the water/sewer department free of charge.  Any additional 
repairs needed for that homeowner will be repaired by the water/sewer department personnel and will incur 
a charge of $50.  The charge will be placed on the next water/sewer bill that is issued. 
NEW METER INSTALLATION UPDATE – We are continuing to install new radio read meters on all 
residences in the Town of Somerset.  As we install the meters, we are performing a visual sewer inspection 
for those residences in the sewer district. We would like to remind everyone of the Town’s Sewer 
Ordinance – Article IV,  Section 152­9, E:  “No person(s) shall make connection of roof downspouts, 
foundation drains, areaway drains or other sources of surface runoff or groundwater to a building sewer or 
building drain which in turn is connected directly or indirectly to a public sanitary sewer unless such 
connection is approved by the Sewer District for purposes of disposal of polluted surface or subsurface 
drainage or groundwater.” 
TOWN EMPLOYEE IDENTIFICATION ­ If anyone comes to your door saying he is from this 
department and needs access to your house regarding your water or sewer, he will be driving a marked 
Town of Somerset truck and will have Town employee identification.  If this is not the case, do not let them 
in and call this Department immediately at 795­9919. 
DOUBLE CHECK BACKFLOW PREVENTION DEVICES ­ These devices are required on all new 
construction and when there is a CHANGE of property owner.  Final readings for property sold will 
include inspection for the double check valve.   All irrigation meters also must have backflow prevention 
devices. 
BEFORE YOU DIG ­ Please remember to call for underground utility location before you do any 
digging.   The number is 811. 
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REMINDER: 

PAVILIONS 
If you would like to use the pavilions in the 
Somerset Park this season, please make a 
reservation by calling the Town Hall at 
795­3575.  There are only a few weekend 
dates remaining.



The members of the Barker Fire Dept. are happy to announce that once again, we will 
be  initiating  the  Barker  Fire  Dept.  Junior  Fireman  program.  This  program  is  open  to  any 
student who is at least 12 years of age and has completed the 6 th grade.  They must be in good 
health  and  a  resident  of  the  Town  of  Somerset.  There  is  no  charge.    The  Junior  Fireman 
program  teaches  young  people  not  only  the  fundamentals  of  firefighting,  but  also 
volunteerism, community involvement, teamwork, discipline and leadership.  Junior Firemen 
are restricted to certain  activities, however, they play an important roll within the Fire Dept. 
At  no  time  are  they  exposed  to  any  dangerous  situation  or  placed  in  any  harm.    They  are 
strictly  an  organization  that  “supports”  the  functions  of  the  Fire  Dept.    If  your  child  is 
interested  in  joining  the  organization,  sign­ups  are  held  on  Thursday  nights  at  7pm  at  the 
Barker Fire Dept.   A parent MUST sign medical releases and applications, so we ask  that a 
parent also attend this meeting.    If you have any questions you may call Vice President and 
Adviser, Frank Rider, at (260)­415­3774 or Asst. Chief, Scott Matheis, at 504­7901. 

Need  a  place  for  a wedding  or  graduation  party?    The Barker  Fire Dept.  is  a  perfect 
place for your function.  Our fire hall has been recently remodeled and boasts bar facilities, a 
kitchen, and  is  air­conditioned with a  seating capacity of 350 guests.   We also offer a  large 
pavilion in a park­like setting for outdoor activities.  If you are interested in booking the Fire 
Hall, please contact our Rental Chairman, Wally Coates, at 795­9948. 

I would like to thank the residents for all the support you have given us and wish you 
an enjoyable and safe summer. 

The Barker Free Library now has e-books available! Stop in and 
check them out. 
Monday 10am—5pm 

Tuesday  10am—8pm 

Wednesday and Sunday    Closed 

Thursday  10am—8pm 

Friday  10am—5pm 

Saturday  10am—1pm 

BARKER FIRE DEPT. NEWS 
By: Randy Hildebrant,  Fire Chief 
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“Welcome to Somerset’, would you believe it …at last I can announce…the 
book I have been writing is in the home stretch. When I started writing the story I 
thought it would be about 100 pages. Little did I know …the book as it goes to the 
printer will be over 250 pages. It has eight chapters, full of stories and pictures, 
each subject develops from the beginning and continues to our present time. 
Certainly a lot has happened since 1810 when our first settler decided this was a 
good area. The family built a log house and began a new life. 

Graphic designs produced by Krista Beth Feltz are outstanding. Classic images 
are all throughout the book. Such as when you read about the Veterans Memorial 
in Somerset  Town Park, Barker Library Children’s Room, Presbyterian Church at 
Somerset, Kingdom Castle Community Playground, the VanWagoner cobblestone house… pictures go on 
and on as you read the history of our Town. 

The price of the book will be ten dollars ($10.00).  Postage, when necessary, is five dollars ($5.00). 
“Welcome To Somerset” will be available at the Somerset Town Hall 795­3575, the  Barker Village Hall 
795­3777, or the Barker Free  Library 795­3344. Order forms are available now.   I hope you enjoy 
“Welcome to Somerset.”  The last book about Somerset was written in 1972.  Enjoy your summer! 

HISTORIAN’S CORNER 
By:  Lorraine Wayner  795­3575 
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SPORTSMEN:  Mark the date, licenses go on sale August 16th.  One change this year pertains to the regulation 
guides.  In an effort to “go green”, the DEC is printing and distributing fewer guides.  They are asking that 
family members share a guide instead of receiving one with each license purchased.  If you purchased a lifetime 
license, you will not be receiving a guide in the mail.  They recommend you visit the following links for the 
appropriate current regulations: 

Freshwater Fishing Regulations: 
http://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/fish_marine_pdf/fishguide09.pdf 
Hunting/Trapping: 
http://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/wildlife_pdf/09hunttrap.pdf 
Recreational Marine Regulations: 
http://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/fish_marine_pdf/marinelic09.pdf 

The updated 2010/2011 guides will be online in early August.  The marine guide is not available in hard copy, 
but if you want a copy of the other guides, they are available at the town hall or any license issuing outlets 
throughout the state. 
Hunting Season:  Deer—Bowhunting Oct 16—Nov. 19 and Dec. 13—Dec. 21 

Shotgun Nov. 20—Dec 12;  Muzzleloading Dec. 13—Dec. 21 

News Around Town 

• Farmer’s Market is in full-swing!  Every Thursday through harvest 
season from 5:00PM—7:30PM at the Village Park 

• August 7th is our Town-wide yard sale 

• September 19th is the Old Fashioned Farm Festival at the Babcock 
House
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In the spring issue of the town newsletter, I mentioned that any re­roofing that’s performed on 
residential property in the Town of Somerset requires a building permit. I inadvertently stated that a fee of 
$20 was required to obtain the permit. Currently a permit IS required, but there is no fee. I apologize for the 
misinformation and any inconvenience this may have caused. 

I would like to remind residents that the Town of Somerset and the NYS Property Maintenance 
Code have strict requirements regarding overgrown grass and weeds on residential property.  The code 
states that all grasses and weeds must be no higher than 10” around the immediate vicinity of any 
residential or primary structure.  This code is important to the health and safety of our residents and 
necessary for fire prevention.   As the summer months continue, I will be contacting homeowners who 
violate this ordinance. 

This office gets many phone calls throughout the summer with some very common questions.   I 
decided to list some of these questions with the answers: 

Do I need a permit for a pool? 
YES – Any pool that contains more than 24” in depth requires a 

building permit. 
Do I need a permit for a fence? 

NO – However, there are zoning restrictions. You should call the office 
before you start your project for more information. 

Do I need a permit for a shed? 
YES – Any construction, erection, alteration or remodeling 

requires a permit regardless of size or location. 
Do I need a permit for a sidewalk or driveway? 

NO – A permit is not required for any “flat” work. 
Do I need a permit to re­roof a barn or shed? 

NO – A permit is required only for a residence or any structure 
attached to a residence. 

As always, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call my office. 
As a reminder, all of the NYS Uniform Building and Fire Prevention Codes can be accessed free at 
www.dos.state.ny.us under the link “Code Enforcement Administration”, and all of the Town Of Somerset 
codes and zoning ordinances can be found on our website at www.somersetny.org . 

CODE ENFORCEMENT NEWS 
By:  Randall Hildebrant      795­9556 

RECYCLE YOUR Inkjet Cartridges, Laser/Toner cartridges, Drum and Fusers, PDA’s, 
MP3s, Digital Cameras, Laptops, Camcorders, GPS Devices, DVD Players, USB 
Memory Sticks, Gaming Devices, and External Hard Drives at the Town Hall. 

WE HAVE A DROP BOX AVAILABLE.



PASSPORTS 

Effective July 13th the prices will increase for 
passports as follows: 
Passport book  will be $105 for minors (under 16) 
or $135 for adults (16 and over);  the passport card 
cost will be $40 for minors (under 16) or $55 for 
adults (16 and over).  Both are valid for 10 years 
for adults and 5 years for  minors. 

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 

FAITH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

(ALL DRIVES ARE FROM 1:00— 
6:00pm) 

August 24, 2010 

October 19, 2010 

December 14, 2010 

A Free Rabies Immunization clinic will be held on 
Saturday, Sept 18th, 2010,  from 2:00—4:00 pm at 
Cornell Cooperative Extension (County Fairgrounds), 
4487 Lake Avenue, Town of Lockport  433­8839 

8700 Haight Road 
P.O. Box 368 
Barker, NY 14012­0368 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Phone: 716­795­3575 
Fax: 716­795­9041 
Website: www.somersetny.org 
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Rural Route 

Barker, NY  14012 

Regular Town Board meetings 
are held the 2nd Tuesday of the 

month at 7:00PM 
Planning Board meetings are 
held the second Wednesday of 

the month at 7:30PM 

REMINDER 
HOLIDAY 

GARBAGE PICKUP 
WILL BE 

WEDNESDAYS 

JULY 7TH AND 
SEPT. 8TH


