Town of Somerset

Volume 24, Issue 2

Spring 2009

From Your Town Clerk—Becky Connolly

Dear Residents,

Now that the warmer weather is upon us
we have numerous events going on. Just a
reminder that if you will be traveling to Canada,
beginning June Ist, a passport or passport card will
be necessary to cross the border. Please see page 7
for further information.

I would personally like to thank Randy
Hildebrant and the Barker Fire Department, along
with the Barker Boy Scouts and the town
employees who assisted in the door to door smoke
detector giveaway program in February.

A special thanks to AES, Dival Safety,

JT Precision and New England Seafood for their
generous donations to make this program possible.
See more information on page 7.

Thank you to all that participated in our
Electronic Recycling Days. Our town had 240

Your Town Officials At a Glance

Supervisor Richard Meyers 795-3352
Councilman Dudley Chaffee 765-9826
Councilwoman April Gow 795-9280
Councilman Randy Wayner 795-9316
Councilman Dan Engert 795-3596
Town Clerk Rebecca Connolly 795-3575

Hours: Monday—Friday 9:00AM—4:30PM

Highway Superintendent Ken Bigelow ~ 795-3866

participants and collected 22,230 pounds of
electronics, 89 propane tanks and 75 car batteries.
We collected more than Niagara Falls and North
Tonawanda combined. Kudos to Ethan Dewart,
Mr. Gilsinan and the Junior class for their help
with this project and assistance lifting and loading
all those items. Did you know that electronics
makes up 3% of all waste in landfills, but 80% of
the toxicity in the landfill is from electronics?

As always, enjoy your Spring and
participate in the many happenings around town.
Remember if you need any information, call me at
the Town Hall—795-3575.
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NEWS FROM THE HIGHWAY DEPT.

From Kenneth J. Bigelow, Superintendent of Highways

I am hopeful that the project willbe ~ Manual standard. The symbol Stop
ready to go to bid this fall with Ahead sign is one of the new changes.
construction to begin in 2010.

Town highway projects are in the
The Town Highway Dept. has been  planning stages at this time. As

This is the latest information on the ~ Mowing roadsides for NYS since always your patience and cooperation
bridge replacement project for the 2001 but due to the current budget during the construction season is
Lower Lake Rd. Bridge over Fish crisis at the state level we will NOT  greatly appreciated.

Creek be mowing roadsides for the state in .
reek. If you ever have any questions, you
2009. h

Wendel Duchscherer has been work- may reach me at 7‘95—3 866.
ing on preliminary design options and ~ NYS has adgpted the Federal
is preparing the design approval Manual of Uniform Traffic Control
document to submit to the NYSDOT.  Devices with an additional 200 page
A public information meeting was supplement pertaining to NYS.

advertised and held on March 16, 2009  The Highway Dept. is in the process
to answer any questions residents may  of changing the signs that are

UNDER

have had. necessary to meet the new Federal :

CONSTRUCTION:

SAVE THE DATE

Town Wide Yard
Sale

PAPER RECYCLING Saturday, August Ist

Our paper recycling continues to be a success!
Thank you for filling the green and yellow recycling
containers at the Town Hall. In March alone, we
collected 11,246 pounds. Remember you can
recycle your old newspapers, catalogs, magazines,
junk mail, shredded paper in clear plastic bags,
office paper and school paper, paperback books,
and hardcover books with the covers removed.

NO WRAPPING PAPER, CARDBOARD OR

Chicken B-B-0’s

Sunday, May 3rd— Somerset Conserva-

' s

BOXES PLEASE tion Club—presale tickets are available by
calling Ron Malcolm—930-4169—for

pickup between Noon and 2PM—$7.50

iy

Sunday May 10th—Mother’s Day

S HVE Lions Club Bldg., Main Street, Noon
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Water/Sewer Department News
By Melvin Denny, Water/Sewer/Grounds Superintendent
795-9919

\

NEW METER INSTALLATION UPDATE — We are in the process of installing new radio read meters on all
residences in the Town of Somerset. This may take a few years as we budget money each year to cover the expense.
We have also submitted a grant to try to cover as much of this cost as possible. The new meters will be less likely to
have errors and will help improve the overall efficiency of the department.

WATER CONSUMPTION THIS SUMMER—If you are connected to the sewer line and there is a possibility you
will be using extra water during the summer that will not be going into the sewer, you no longer need to contact the
water department. If you are eligible for a sewer credit, your account will automatically be credited.

BEFORE YOU DIG -_Please remember to call for underground utility location before you do any digging.
The number is 811. It is the law that you must call and request at least 2 full working days in advance so that
underground utilities have a chance to mark out their respective lines.

DOUBLE CHECK BACKFLOW PREVENTION DEVICES - These devices are required on all new
construction and when there is a CHANGE of property owner. Final readings for property sold will include
inspection for the double check valve. All irrigation meters must have backflow prevention devices.

WATER SUPPLY SECURITY - In an effort to protect our water supply from vandalism the Water Department is
asking everyone to be vigilant and report any suspicious activity around fire hydrants or anything that may involve
the water system. Please call me during the workweek at 795-9919 or at home at 795-9303. If [ am not available,
please call the Sheriff’s Dept. — 911.

FIRE HYDRANTS - For your safety and that of your neighbors, please keep the fire hydrant by your house clear
of trees, shrubs and snow. This is crucial in case of a fire and for the maintenance of the hydrant. New York State
law requires a minimum of 3 feet of clearance.

TOWN EMPLOYEE IDENTIFICATION - If anyone comes to your door saying he is from this department and
needs access to your house regarding your water or sewer, he will be driving a marked Town of Somerset truck and
will have Town employee identification. If this is not the case, do not let them in and call this Department
immediately at 795-9919.

Our ANNUAL TIRE DROP OFF will begin on Monday, April 20,
2009. The tires may be dropped off at the Waste Water Treatment Plant
at 8500 Lower Lake Road during the following times:

April 20th—April 24th 7AM—3 PM
April 25th and April 26th 8AM—Noon
April 27th—May 1st 7AM—3PM
May 2nd and May 3rd 8AM—Noon

A

Limit 8 tires. This service is provided for the Town of Somerset and
Village of Barker residents only. Truck tires on rims will not be accepted.
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BARKER FIRE DEPT. OO
By CHIEF RANDY HILDEBRANT OEP™

As summer time approaches, so does the dreaded spring clean up. I would like to remind residents that it is
against the law in Niagara County to have any type of open burning. In the past few years, open burning has been
responsible for many structure fires in the County, so please be vigilant on what you do and please be courteous to your
neighbor.

We will be having our annual Spring Raffle on April 26™ from 1pm till 4pm. Tickets are $20 dollars each which
includes an all you can eat spaghetti dinner and refreshments. There will be side raffles available and a 50/50 split
drawing. If anyone is interested in tickets see any fireman or call Lori Hildebrant at 417-1127.

The fire company would also like you to know that we have added a new type of membership to our roster.
Residents who would like to become a member but can’t perform the duties of a firefighter, can now join to be an
Administrative Member. An Administrative Member is a member that can help and run for offices such as President,
V.P., Treasurer, Secretary and Trustee, but does not have to go to fires or EMS calls. If anyone is interested in becom-
ing an Administrative Member or would like more information, call President Jeff Dewart at 795-9268 or Chief Randy
Hildebrant at 471-6080. As always, we are in dire need of new members. The Administrative Membership opens the
doors for people who would like to help the fire department. The only requirement is that you must be 18 years of age,
out of high school and live within the boundaries of the Town of Somerset.

I would also like to speak a word or two in regards to the Barker Fire Police. At each fire and EMS call, the
members of our company who are Fire Police are there to protect the emergency responders and to protect YOU!!
Please, if you encounter a Fire Police Officer at an intersection or at the scene of an emergency SLOW DOWN and
give him or her the courtesy and obey their orders. New York State Law gives Fire Police the same authority as a
Police Officer in performing their duties whether it be traffic or crowd control during the event of an emergency.
Failure to obey their orders could result in your arrest. Their orders are handed down to them from the Fire Chief or
Incident Commander. Taking a detour may be bothersome but it needs to be done to protect you and the emergency
responders. If you ever have any questions in regards to the actions of any Fire Police DON’T ARGUE WITH OR
DISOBEY them, contact Fire Chief Randy Hildebrant at 471-6080.

HAVE ASAFE AND ENJOYABLE SUMMER!!

Hunting Dates

The dates have been announced for the Big Game Season in the
Southern Zone—if you need the northern zone dates call the Town Hall.

Deer—Bow Season Oct. 17—Nov. 20, Dec. 14—Dec. 22
Regular Season Nov. 21—Dec. 13

Muzzleloading Dec. 14—Dec. 22

We have a list of sportsmen education classes posted at the Town Hall.
If you need further information, please feel free to call the Town Clerk’s
office at 795-3575 and we will be happy to give you the class dates.




Volume 24, Issue 2 Page 5

HISTORIAN’S CORNER
By: Lorraine Wayner 795-3575

What is the Yorker House? Where did the name come from? These are questions I have been asked by
many people. People drive past it, they walk by it and wonder.

The story starts with a pioneer, Humphrey Sharpsteen, who came to Niagara County in 1815. He was a hard
working man. He bought property on what is now Haight Road, down to where the railroad tracks were later built in
the Village. The tract of dense forest was on the west side of Quaker Road.

In 1816, Humphrey returned to Cayuga County and married Permelia Pease. They returned to the log cabin
which Humphrey had built. The log cabin stood a little south of where the 1911 Barker High School was later built.
They had nine children and a larger farm house was built just south of their log cabin.

Two houses are listed on the 1875 census. One built by Humphrey, after the log cabin, and another built by
one of the sons, William, when he married in 1865. William’s house is the present Yorker House. So how did it
become the Yorker House?

In 1937, land was needed to build the centralized school. The school district purchased the remaining
Sharpsteen property, which included the William Sharpsteen house. There was a Junior group of a NYS Historical
Association known as Yorkers. BCS teachers Edna Jerome and Charles Steele had students very interested in history.
The ambitious students, along with their advisors, Miss Jerome and Mr. Steele, formed a chapter of the Yorker Club
in 1962. They named it the “Barker Historians.”

The Barker Historians’ main project began in 1963 when the Board of Education game them permission to
restore the one hundred year old house. Through this project and its completion in 1967, the house became known as
the Yorker House. The name just didn’t change and it has continued all these years. But there is more to the story.

In 1984, a combined meeting of the Town of Somerset Historical Society and the BCS Board of Education
met to discuss the possibility of combining efforts to restore the Yorker House. Over the years the house had begun
to deteriorate and there was much work to be done. A required study of local history implemented by the NYS
Education Dept. made the Yorker House and its history an asset to our children’s education. The Historical Society
and BCS entered into a lease for combined use of the Yorker House and restoration work began.

The house was painted, new storm windows and screens were put in, a new roof and chimney work was
done. Members of the Society worked diligently. Interior work consisted of wiring, plumbing, a new lavatory,
plaster was repaired, wall papering and stenciling was done, and other improvements gave the house the finishing
touches. Many artifacts from the Yorker Club were placed back in the house. Once again they would shine in their
rightful home.

A few years ago a room upstairs was dedicated for use by the American Legion [ _\\; v
Herbert W. Carr Post #425. It provided a display area so necessary for Legion memo-
rabilia.

A Sharpsteen ancestor was able to place a William Sharpsteen Homestead sign
on the house. So now you have the story of their family, and the Yorker House as well.

That’s a lot of history for one charming house on Quaker Road in Barker.
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Assessor’s Office - 795-3243
Randy Hildebrant — Chairman,; Bob Glidden, John Keough

As a reminder to our residents, Grievance Day will be May 26, 2009, from 4pm till 8pm. Anyone
who would like to grieve their assessment may pick up an application at the Assessors Office during normal
business hours (Mon-Thurs 1pm-4:30pm.)

It is VERY important that if you have a change of TAX BILL MAILING ADDRESS that you notify
our office. If you pay off your mortgage and your taxes were paid through escrow, we need
documentation from the bank stating that they are no longer paying your taxes. Notification from the
homeowner without documentation WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.

The Assessors Office would also like to inform our residents that The Somerset Government Effi-
ciency Committee recently recommended to the Town Board to go from our current 3 elected Assessors to
one appointed Assessor. The main reason for this recommendation is to help cut costs to the taxpayer.
You may attend the public hearing that will address this issue on May 12% 2009 at 7:30PM at the
Somerset Town Hall and let your concerns be heard. You can read the minutes from these meetings of the
SGEC on our web site at www.somersetny.org.

As always, call or come to our office with any questions or concerns you may have. We can’t stress
enough that there are a lot of misconceptions and confusion regarding taxes and tax assessment issues being
spread throughout our town. PLEASE go to the people who know, call our office and we will provide you
with information and the answers that you seek.

Is Your House Number Visible from
the Road?

While conducting the smoke detector program,
we found that the house numbers on at least 1/2
of our residences are non-existent or not visible
from the road. What will the Emergency

Town Board Meetings are held the

2nd Tuesday of the Month.

Don't forget the Town Hall has a
container to collect Box Tops for Barker
Central PTSA. Every Box Top that gets

turned in is worth 10 cents for our school.

Look for them on brands such as Ziploc
Bags, Kleenex, General Mills cereals,
and Pillsbbury biscuits. The next time you
come in fo the Town Hall, bring your Box
Tops with you and put them in our con-
tainer.

Visit www.boxtops4education.com 1o view

the complete list of products, or pick up a
copy at the Town Hall.

Responders do if you have an emergency at your
home? Precious seconds and minutes will be
wasted trying to locate you. PLEASE consider
purchasing a reflective sign from our Junior Fire-
men. Order forms are available at the Town Hall.
We would be happy to mail you one—just call the
Town Clerk at 795-3575.
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SMOKE DETECTOR GIVEAWAY PROGRAM

By Becky Connolly, Town Clerk

In February, we conducted a door to door smoke
detector giveaway. For the folks that were not
home, we left information on your door to contact
us. This was a very successful program providing
over 1,000 detectors to our residents. Our goal is
to make our community as safe as possible and to
protect any life from being lost due to fire.

While several of our residents winter in warmer
climate, we will be visiting them in the coming
months to ensure they have working detectors. If
you still have not received your detectors, stop by
the Town Hall. If you need them delivered, give
me a call and I would be happy to drop

S
©

them off at your convenience.

A Free Rabies Immunization
clinic will be held on Saturday,
May 16, 2009, from 2:00—
4:00 pm at

Need Help with Repairs to your Home?
Home repair loans and grants are available for low
Q 0 6 6 income households from the USDA Rural
CARE FOR YOUR DOG Development. Grants and loans are available to
remove health/safety concerns and address
accessibility issues. You may call Rural Develop-

ment at 1-585-343-9167 x2200 to request a FREE
prequalification.

Cornell Cooperative Extension

(County Fairgrounds), 4487 PASSPORTS

Other scheduled clinics are:

Lake Avenue, The Town Clerk is a passport agent and accepts and
Town of Lockport 433-8839 processes your passport information. Passports for
persons over 16 are $100 and passport cards are $45.
If you purchase both at the same time, the total fee is
June 6—Hyde Park—Niagara Falls $120. We also take the photos for $9.00. For identity
August [I—Lewiston Highway Garage | nyrnoses, a passport card will be an accepted form to

cross the border into Canada. If you are intending to fly
or take a cruise, you must have a passport. You can

expect to receive your passport within 3 to 4 weeks of
application, so plan ahead and give yourself plenty of
time to get your documentation. Call the office if you
need information or an application with instructions.
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May 9th—4PM

Assemblyman Steven
Hawley will be at the
Town Hall to hear your
concerns.

Don’t forget our annual tire drop-oft

starts on April 20th! See page 3

for complete details!
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RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE
FAITH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
(ALL DRIVES ARE FROM 1:00—6:00pm)
JUNE 2, 2009
JULY 28, 2009
SEPTEMBER 22, 2009
NOVEMBER 17, 2009




